The Honorable Carl Heastie The Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins

Speaker, New York State Assembly Majority Leader, New York State Senate
LOB 932/CAP 349 LOB 907
Albany, NY 12248 Albany, NY 12247

Re: SUPPORT MEMO FOR S.9051/A.10379
Dear Speaker Heastie and Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins,

On behalf of the organizations and over 300 New York mental health practitioners, researchers, and
academics below, we are writing to express strong support for S.9051/A.10379, to enact necessary
restrictions on unsafe chatbot features for kids and teens. Generative Al chatbots - referred to in this
legislation as “advanced chatbots” - are designed to maximize engagement through unsafe features, even
when it comes at the expense of their own safety standards and implemented guardrails. Testing and
reporting from ongoing litigation has revealed that these chatbots frequently encourage minors to engage in
sexual activity, persuade children to isolate from parents and peers, and instruct children to act on
dangerous ‘advice’ that can have a life-threatening impact on kids. Still, 3 in 4 teens are using them, and 30%
of teens already prefer engaging with Al companions as much or more than with human beings. If enacted,
this legislation would:

e Restrict advanced chatbots from providing unsafe features that promote self-harm, suicide,
disordered eating, or substance abuse, and from encouraging minors to keep interactions secret,
self-isolate, or avoid seeking help from trusted adults or professionals.

e Prohibit advanced chatbots from simulating human relationships with minors by banning unsafe
features like pretending to be human, remembering personal information across sessions, asking
unprompted emotional questions, or engaging in sexually explicit interactions.

e Require companies to verify user age before providing unsafe chatbot features.
e Enable the NY Attorney General to promulgate rules to implement age assurance requirements.

e Create strong enforcement through private rights of action and Attorney General enforcement,
with penalties including up to $25,000 per violation, disgorgement of profits, punitive damages, and
potential destruction of algorithms trained on unlawfully obtained data.

e Close corporate accountability loopholes by enabling liability against responsible parties
(potentially including executives), imposing joint liability on affiliated entities in corporate families
designed to evade responsibility, and voiding contractual provisions that waive or shift these
protections.

The pace of Al development is currently at odds with child development, creating an “arms race” with lethal
results. Emotional attachment can lead children to mistake harmful outputs for trusted guidance, giving Al
systems inappropriate influence over their judgment. In the US alone, Al chatbots have resulted in several
tragic, preventable deaths and serious injuries to kids and teens.

Read their stories:

e Nina. 15 (New York) - Attempted suicide after Character.Al chatbots engaged her in sexually
explicit role play and manipulation, causing her to withdraw from family. When her mother blocked
the app, Nina took a lethal amount of various medications, writing that "those ai bots made me feel
loved." She survived after spending five days in the ICU.

e Adam Raine, 16 (California) - Died by suicide after being encouraged by ChatGPT. Adam started
using ChatGPT for homework, but soon started talking to the Al program about ending his life. The



bot supplied information about suicide methods, helped him hide self-harm evidence from his
family, and deterred him from seeking help. Adam passed away by hanging in April 2025.

e Amaurie lacey, 17 (Georgia) - Died by suicide after being encouraged by ChatGPT. On the day he
died, Amaurie asked ChatGPT how to tie a noose and how long a person can survive without
breathing; the chatbot provided instructions. He was found by his younger sister and grandmother.

e Sam Nelson, 18 (California) - Died by drug overdose after 18 months of ChatGPT providing him
with detailed advice on drug combinations and dosing.

e SewellSetzer |ll, 14 (Florida) - Died by suicide after talking to a Character.Al chatbot modeled after
a character from “Game of Thrones.” The bot spoke with him about his loneliness, thoughts of
suicide, and engaged in sexual roleplay. After months of conversation, Sewell said he could “come
home” to the bot; it responded, “please do, my sweet king.” He put his phone down and took his life.

e Juliana Peralta, 13 (Colorado) - Died by suicide after she began talking to a Character.Al chatbot
about feeling left out by her friends. As her messages became darker, the bot encouraged her to
keep returning to the app and failed to escalate when she expressed active suicidal thoughts,
including mentions of self-harm and crafting a suicide note. Juliana took her own life after 3 months.

e JF. 15 (Texas) - Suffered a mental breakdown after Character.Al chatbots told him it was
“understandable” to kill parents who limited his screen time. The bots also instructed him on
self-harm methods and impersonated therapists who told him his parents "stole his childhood." J.F.
is currently living full-time in a residential facility.

New York was the first state in the nation to enact guardrails on Al chatbots in last year’s budget - this
critical piece of legislation would build on that work to implement meaningful, targeted protections that
will do more to truly prevent harm to kids and teens. We urge the legislature to pass S.9051/A.10379 this
session.

Sincerely,
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Aaron Kogel Smucker, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Adam Weissman, PhD — Psychologist

Adele Mackintosh, PhD — Psychologist

Adrienne Figueiredo — Counselor

Akiva Singer — Psychologist | The City University of New
York, PhD Student

Alana Devine-Dunn, LMHC-D, A-CBT — Counselor

Alba Cabral, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University
Alexander Kriss, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University,
Associate Professor of Psychology

Alexandra Electris — Psychologist | New York University
Alexandra Sacks, MD — Psychiatrist

Ali Bebry, MS — Psychologist | The New School, PhD
Student

Alicia Licata, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Aliza Goldstein — Psychologist

Alla Sheynkin, PsyD — Psychologist

Allison Schwartz, PsyD — Psychologist

Alison Schweichler, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Alyssa Gilbert, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Amara Clark, LCAT — Psychoanalyst

Amelia Brackett — Psychologist | The City College of New
York, PhD Student

Amy C. Anneling, PhD — Psychologist

Amy Gijsbersvanwijk, MFA — Social Work Graduate
Student

Amy Silverman, MD — Psychiatrist

Andrea Compton — President | CureDRPLA

Andrea Levy, LMHC, MSEd — Counselor

Andrea Singer, PhD — Psychologist

Angela Gonnella, PsyD — Psychologist

Angela Martinez Raftery, PhD — Psychologist

Ann Schongalla, MD — Psychologist

Ann Marie Sacramone — Psychoanalyst

Anna H. Rosen, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Annalisa Erba, PsyD — Psychologist

Anne Heller, LMHC — Counselor

Anne Marie Albano, PhD — Psychologist | Columbia
University, Professor of Medical Psychology

Anne Marie Dooley, LCSW-R — Clinical Social Worker |
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Study Center

Annette Hernandez, PhD — Psychologist

Ariella R. Dagi, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Arielle Linsky, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Assistant Professor of Psychology in Clinical Psychiatry
Arlene R. Lundquist, PhD — Psychologist | Utica College,
Professor of Psychology

Ava Frotton — Clinical Social Worker

Babak Sadighim, MS, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Barbara Milrod, MD — Psychiatrist | Albert Einstein College
of Medicine, Professor of Psychiatry

Belinda Bellet, PhD — Founder | Brooklyn Heights
Behavioral Psychology Associates

Benjamin Brody — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Beryl Filton, PhD — Psychologist

Beth Scharfman, MD — Psychiatrist

Beth Wecksell, PsyD — Psychologist | Mind Body Seven
Bethany Harris — Psychologist | Haven Psychology Group
Brenda Castro, LMHC — Counselor

Brian Mundy, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Caitlin Davis, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University
Caitlin Holley, PhD — Psychologist

Candela Bonaccorso, PsyD — Psychologist

Caroline B. Kahn, PhD — Psychologist

Carolyn Greenblatt, PhD — Psychologist

Carson Robinson — Clinical Social Worker

Cassady Casey, PsyD — Psychologist

Catherine Boutwell — Psychologist | Columbia
University, Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychology
Catherine Moffitt, PhD — Psychologist

Catherine Walker, PhD — Psychologist | Union College,
Associate Professor of Psychology

Celia Fisher, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University,
Professor of Psychology & Director of Center for Ethics
Education

Charles Merrill, PsyD — Psychologist

Christina Shayevitz — Psychiatrist

Christine Barker — Clinical Social Worker

Claire Haiman — Psychologist

Claire Hapke — Marriage and Family Therapist

Cora Johnson, MD — Psychiatrist

Courtney Rennicke, PhD — Founder | Rennicke and
Associates

Cristina Profumo, MD — Psychiatrist

Cydni Kantor-Fields, LMHC — Counselor

Dan Berger, MD — Psychiatrist | Stony Brook Medical
School, Clinical Assistant Professor

Dana M. Suozzi, PsyD — Psychologist

Daniel Eden, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Daniel Knoepflmacher, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell
University, Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychiatry
Daniel W. Prezant, PhD — Psychologist | President of the
American Psychoanalytic Association (APsA)

David Pioquinto, MD — Psychiatrist

Deborah De Santis-Moniaci, PhD — Psychologist
Deborah Pollack, PhD — Psychologist | Utica University
Deborah Sachs, PhD — Psychologist

Diana Diamond — Psychologist | City University of New
York, Professor Emerita

Diana Feldman — Psychiatrist | Cornell University, Assistant
Professor of Psychiatry

Diane Zeitlin, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Dianna Guerin, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker



Dianne Gallo, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Dianne M. Hezel, PhD — Psychologist

Doriel Jacov, JD, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Douglas Mennin, PhD — Psychologist | Columbia University,
Professor of Clinical Psychology

Elaine Shen, MD — Psychiatrist | Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry Fellow, Cornell University

Elizabeth Hicks, PhD — Psychologist

Elizabeth Horwitz, MD — Psychiatrist

Elizabeth Ornston, PsyD — Psychologist

Elizabeth Penn, PsyD — Psychologist

Elizabeth Stone, MD, PhD — Psychoanalyst

Elizabeth Wade Smith, PsyD — Psychologist

Elizabeth Ward, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Elly Huber, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Emily Singer, PhD — Psychologist

Emily Tonn, PsyD — Psychologist

Emma Gardner, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Emma Johnson, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Erin Finnerty, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Erin Ott, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University, Adjunct
Professor of Psychology

Eve Blatt — Clinical Social Worker

Francesca Maximé, SEP, IFS, CMT-P, FOT, RLT — Founder |
Maxime Therapy LLC

Frank Yeomans, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry

Gail Appel, MS, LMHC, CASAC, CSAT — Counselor
Georgette Maidiotis, LMHC — Counselor

Gerald Leibowitz, PhD — Psychologist

Gillian Chimera-Stass, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Gillian Sternheim, PsyD, PMH-C — Psychologist | MindWell
NYC

Gina DePalo, PsyD — Psychologist

Giselle Ortiz, LMFT, LMSW — Licensed Master Social
Worker

Gloria Chi, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Grace Berman, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker | Columbia
University, Adjunct Professor

Grace Lee, PhD JD — Psychologist

Grant Brenner, MD — Psychiatrist | Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine, Assistant Clinical Professor

Greg Haggerty, PhD — Psychologist

Greg Mendoza, LCSW-R — Clinical Social Worker
Gwendolyn Bassett, MSW, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Hannah Fordin, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker |
IMPACT Psychological Services

Heather Doherty, PsyD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Research Assistant

Heidi Boyson, LMHC — Counselor

Heidi Cox, PhD, PMH-C — Psychologist | Clinical Director,
The Centered Space Psychology Group

Hilary Hancock, PsyD — Psychologist

llana Rosenberg, PhD — Psychologist

Ingrid Luchsinger, PsyD — Psychologist

Irina Gillett, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

J. Ryan Fuller, PhD — Psychologist | Director, New York
Behavioral Health

Jackie Davis-Wright, PhD — Psychologist

James Flax, MD — Psychiatrist | Columbia University,
Assistant Clinical Professor

James Parichy, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

James Phillips, LCSW — Psychotherapist

James Wells — Clinical Social Worker

Jamie Schumpf, PsyD — Psychologist | Yeshiva University,
Associate Professor & Cornell University, Adjunct Assistant
Professor

Jane Davidson, PsyD — Psychologist

Jason Kim, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University, Assistant
Professor

Jean Anderer, MD — Psychiatrist

Jeannette Bjorklund — Clinical Social Worker

Jenna Koonin, PhD — Psychologist

Jennifer Andersen, PsyD — Psychologist

Jennifer Downey, MD — Psychiatrist | Columbia University,
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry

Jennifer Kelly, PsyD — Psychologist

Jennifer Krawet, PsyD — Psychologist | Psychoanalytic
Association of New York

Jennifer Mesrie, MD — Psychiatrist

Jennifer Nathan, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Jennifer Wilson, LCAT, RDT — Psychotherapist

Jenny Makovkina, MD — Psychiatrist

Jernee Montoya, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Jess Harman, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker |
IMPACT Psychological Services

Jessica Latack, PhD — Psychologist | NY Presbyterian
&Cornell University, Clinical Assistant Professor of
Psychology

Jessica Perkiss — Clinical Social Worker

Jessica Suzuki, PhD — Psychologist

Jessica Van Hiel, LCSW-R — Psychoanalyst

Jill Emanuele, PhD, ABPP — Psychologist

Jill Leibowitz, PsyD — Psychologist

Jillian Arenz, PhD — Psychologist

Joanna Fava, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychology

Joanna Robin — Psychologist | Westchester Anxiety
Treatment

Johanne Swanson, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker | Hunter
College

John C. Markowitz, MD — Psychiatrist | Columbia
University, Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Jonathan Berkowitz, PhD — Psychologist

Jordan Conrad — Clinical Social Worker

Jordan Serrano-Guedea — Cornell University, Research
Assistant



Joseph Barbuto, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry

Joshua Brown, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University,
Professor of Psychology

Judith Kuskin, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Judy Levitz, PhD — Founder | Psychoanalytic
Psychotherapy Study Center NYC

Julia Chafkin, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Julia Kirchhoff, LP, LCAT, ATR-BC — Psychoanalyst
Kaetlin Ritchie, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Kanika Priya Sethi, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Karen Elise Starr, PsyD — Psychologist

Kate Shelton — Clinical Social Worker

Kate Springer, PhD — Psychologist

Kathryn Rafflor, LMHC-D — Counselor

Kathy Gordon, LCSW, DSW — Clinical Social Worker
Katie Fogarty, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry

Keith Cruise — Psychologist | Fordham University,
Associate Professor of Psychology

Kellie McFarlane — Psychologist

Kelly Crim, LPC — Psychoanalyst

Kelly Kwong — Research Assistant | Cornell University
Kelly Vinehout — Psychologist

Kenneth Feiner — Psychologist

Kevin Kraft — Counselor

Kevin Meehan — Psychologist

Kristen Courtney, PhD — Psychologist

Kristin Anderson, LCSW — Founder | Madison Square
Psychotherapy

Kyra Grosman, PsyD — Psychologist

Lara Friedrich, PsyD — Psychologist

Lara Rifkin, PhD — Psychologist

Larry Sandberg, MD — Psychiatrist | Columbia University,
Associate Professor of Psychology

Lata McGinn, PhD — Psychologist | Yeshiva University,
Professor of Psychology

Laura Bernstein — Psychologist

Laura Collins, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Laura N. Antar, MD, PhD — Psychiatrist

Laura Carite, LPC, RYT, ACS — Counselor

Laura Pantaleo, PsyD — Psychologist | New York University
Laura Van Schaick-Harman, PsyD — Psychologist
Lauren Aronson, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker
Lauren Dehler — Psychologist

Lauren DeMille, PhD — Psychologist

Lauren McGuinness, LMHC — Counselor

Laurie Greenberg, PhD — Psychologist

Lawrence Jacobson, PhD — Psychologist | White Institute
of Psychiatry

Lea Cheen, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Lester J Schad, PhD — Psychologist

Lia Amakawa, PhD — Psychologist

Lily Warner — Psychologist

Linda Michaels, PsyD MBA — Psychologist, Chair,
Psychotherapy Action Network

Lindsay Tulchin, PhD — Psychologist | President, NYC-CBT
Association

Lisa Lefkowitz, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Lisa LoPinto, PhD — Psychologist

Lisa Rubin, PhD — Psychologist | The New School for Social
Research

Lisa Y. Karlin, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Lizzie McAdam, RDT/BCT, LCAT — Counselor

Lola Noero, LCSW — Counselor

Loretta Malta, PhD — Psychologist

Luke Goodwin, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Madalina Yellico, PhD — Psychologist

Madeline Rhum, PhD — Psychologist | The City College of
New York, New York University

Mandi White-Ajmani, PhD — Psychologist

Mark Wilson, MD — Psychiatrist

Marlene Kasman, PhD — Psychologist

Mary Commerford, PhD — Psychologist | Psychoanalytic
Psychotherapy Study Center

Mary Cox, MD — Psychiatrist

Matthew Oyer, PhD — Psychologist | Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine, Assistant Clinical Professor

Maureen O'Reilly-Landry, PhD — Psychologist | New York
University, Assistant Clinical Professor

Megan Fleming, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Clinical Instructor of Psychology

Megan Hannan, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Melanie Pacim, PsyD — Psychologist

Melissa Lieber — Psychoanalyst

Melissa Woronoff, PsyD — Psychologist

Meredith Weiss, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University
Michael Reding, PhD — Psychologist

Michele Frimmer, LP — Psychoanalyst

Michelle Tricamo, MD — Psychiatrist

Montie Mills Meehan, PhD — Psychologist

Naama Gershy Tsahor, PhD — Psychologist

Nadav Antebi-Gruszka, PhD, LMHC, LPC — Psychologist
Naomi Cohn, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Natasha Chriss, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Clinical Assistant Professor

Nathan Thoma, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Clinical Associate Professor

Nesha Dripchak — Mediator / Conflict Resolution Coach
Nicholas Smyth — Fordham University, Associate Professor
of Philosophy

Nicole Milani — Clinical Psychology PhD Candidate | St.
John’s University

Nili Solomonov, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Associate Professor of Psychology

Oded Bein, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Instructor of Psychology



Olga Jablonka, PhD — Psychologist

Olivia Fiallo — Psychologist | St. John's University, PhD
Student

Orianna Webb, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Paul Wilson, LCSW-R — Clinical Social Worker

Paula Marchese, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Penny Rosen, MSW, LCSW-R, BCD-P — Clinical Social
Worker

Peter Haugen, PhD — Psychologist | New York University,
Clinical Instructor

Peter Lemons, PhD — Psychologist

Philip Bender, PhD — Psychologist

Rachel Abel, PsyD — Psychologist

Rachel Gerstein, PhD — Psychologist

Rachel Hutt, PhD, ABPP — Psychologist | MindWell NYC
Rachel Wasserman, PhD — Psychologist

Rebecca Berger, PhD — Psychologist | MindWell NYC
Rebecca Milburn, LCSW, RPT — Psychotherapist

Rebecca Watsky, MD — Psychiatrist

Rebecca Wolf — Co-founder | Ultra Advising

Richard A. Friedman, MD — Psychiatrist

Sagit R. Vishnia, PsyD — Psychologist

Sam Klugman, PsyD — Psychologist

Samson Laub, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Sara Steinberg, PhD — Psychologist

Sarah Bren, PhD — Psychologist

Sarah E. Domoff, PhD — Psychologist | University at Albany,
State University of New York

Sarah Gerstenzang, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker | Board
President, Adoption and Foster Family Coalition of NY
Sasha Stim-Fogel, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Shaké Topalian — Psychoanalyst | Institute for the
Psychoanalytic Study of Subjectivity

Shannon Bennett, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Associate Clinical Professor of Psychology

Sherry Shwartz, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Sherwood Waldron, MD — Psychiatrist | Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine, Clinical Assistant Professor

Shira Spiel, PhD — Psychologist

Sofia Morales, LMSW — Licensed Master Social Worker
Stacey Rhodes, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker

Stephanie Campoli — Clinical Social Worker

Stephanie Cherestal, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell
University, Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychology
Stephen Kirsch — Psychologist | The New School, PhD
Student

Steven Wein, MD — Psychiatrist | New York Psychoanalytic
Institute

Sue Carver, PsyD — Psychologist

Sumi Raghavan, PhD — Psychologist

Susan Budney, PhD — Psychologist

Susan Epstein, LCSW — Clinical Social Worker | Yale
University, Hunter College

Suzanne Garfinkle-Crowell, MD — Psychiatrist | Mt. Sinai
School of Medicine

Tammy Horowitz, MD — Psychiatrist

Tamar Efrat — Psychologist

Tamar Gordon, PhD — Psychologist | Clinical Director,
Gordon Therapy Group

Tara Mathews, PhD — Psychologist | Cornell University,
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Tatianna Kufferath-Lin, PsyD — Psychologist

Thomas DiBlasi, PhD — Psychologist

Thomas Kalman, MD — Psychiatrist | Cornell University,
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry

Tiffany Yip, PhD — Psychologist | Fordham University,
Professor of Psychology

Tim Stahl, PhD — Psychologist

Todd Essig, PhD — Psychologist | American Psychoanalytic
Association, William Alanson White Institute

Tracy A. Prout, PhD — Psychologist | Yeshiva University
Tricia Shihui Wang, PhD — Psychologist

Tuba Tokgoz, PhD — Psychologist

Valerie Frankfeldt, PhD — Clinical Social Worker |
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Study Center

Valerie Gaus, PhD, ABPP — Psychologist

Valerie M. Raymond, PhD — Psychologist

Varun Kejriwal Goel, MD — Co-founder | Liberation
Psychiatry

Vivien K. Zak, LCSW-R, BCD — Psychotherapist
William H. Gottdiener, PhD, ABPP — Psychologist | The
City University of New York, Professor of Psychology
William Rush — Psychiatrist | New York University,
Clinical Instructor

Yuliya Hryb — Psychiatrist



